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; . We perceive some differences between the figure and ground: 
Prof. Ravi Poovaiah 


- Figures tend to have more meaning than the background and are easily remembered. 
IDC, IIT Bombay - Figures appear closer to the ground. 

- Figures shows more brightness contrast than the area perceived as ground. 

- Figures seem to have a shape as opposed to the background, which is relatively formless. 


Tessellations: 


source: When figures are repeated alternately with ground (without overlapping) it is called a tessellation. 


http://www.dsource.in/course/visual-syntactics-1-tes- 


sellations/fgure-and-background They are only three polygons that can tessellate a plane without being combined with other polygons. They are 
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1. Introduction * Squares and 
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3. Figure and Background ws : ; 
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5. References Tessellations can be created mainly by three kinds of transformations 
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e Rotations (turns) and 

+ Reflections (flips). 
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Few examples are given below: 


wa Tessellations using Equilateral triangles. 


Tessellations using Squares. 
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Design Exercise 


Exploring Tessellations: 


Exercise: 

* Create a tessellation with visual images that contradict each other. 

* Create repeated tessellating images first by trying out geometric patterns and the final one by using iconic 
realtistic images. These could be objects, animals, plants, nature etc. 

* Try towards creating visually interesting (not simple) tessellations. 

¢ The image could be in colour with gradational variations. 

+ Use tracing paper on top of the original image to try out form variations and to do your initial sketches. 

* You could use illustration software application like Illustrator to draw your final solution. 


Note: 
While trying to do tessellation, one needs to try this out as alternatives on paper. It is also useful to use tracing 


paper or a backlit surface for this exercise. 


Total Time Duration: 15 hours of studio time. 


Submission: 

¢ Submit both as soft copy as well as hard copy. 

¢ Soft copy should be of 7Odpi resolution of size 40 cm x 40 cm. 

¢ Take a printout measuring 40 cm x 40 cm without leaving any border on the paper. 
The hardcopy is useful for display and feedback. 
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References: 


* How to make your own tessellations at www.tessallations.org 


¢ Useful resource e-links related to ‘Graphic Design’ in India 
- includes Communication Design, Publication Design and Packaging Design 


+ International resource related to ‘Graphic Design’ 


¢ Visual Communication —— at IDC IIT Bombay 


wet yy} 
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Contact Details: 


This documentation for the course was done by 
Professor Ravi Poovaiah, faculty at IDC, IIT Bombay. 


You can get in touch with Professor Ravi Poovaiah at 
ravilat]iitb.ac.in 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 400076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: contact[at]dsource.in / dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


